THE LECTURE

The talk challenges many established truths about popular literary classics by
presenting an analysis of sixty Korean variations of The Journey to the West, a set
which includes novels and poems, as well as films, comics, paintings, and dance
performances dating from the 14th century until today. In contrast to the typical
assumption that literary classics like The Journey to the West are stable texts with
a single original, Barbara Wall approaches The Journey to the West as a dynamic
text comprised of all its variations. She argues that all the creators of such
variations, from Korean scholars in the 14th century to “boy bands” like Seventeen
in the 21st century, participate in the ongoing story world known as The Journey to
the West.

BARBARA WALL

Barbara Wall is Associate Professor of Korean Studies and Academic Coordinator
of Asian Studies at the University of Copenhagen.

Trained in Korecan Studies, Comparative Cultural Studies, and Confucian Studies
across universities in Germany, South Korea, China, and Japan, she carned her
Ph.D. at Ruhr-University Bochum with a dissertation on Transformations of Xivouji
in Korean Intertexts and Hypertexts.

Her research focuses on Korean literature, culture, and media in transnational and
comparative contexts, with a special interest in The Journey to the West in Korea,
transmedia storytelling, and sound.

She is the author of The Dynamic Essence of Transmedia Storytelling (Brill, 2024)

and principal investigator of the project Tempting Tunes: Interfaces of Narrative
and Sound in Korean Culture (Academy of Korean Studies, 2021-2026).
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