
Ethnic  and Rel ig ious  Divers i ty  in  Syria

Sapienza  Univers i ty  of  Rome
June 12 ,  2025

Before  1918 ,  Syr ia  was  part  of  the  Ottoman Empire ,  where  the  Sul tan a l so  held  the  t i t le  of
Cal iph,  the  pol i t ica l  and re l ig ious  successor  to  the  Is lamic  prophet  Muhammad.  The
abol i t ion of  the  Cal iphate  by Mustafa  Kemal  Atatürk  in  1924 marked a  turning point  in  the
his tory  of  the  Musl im world .

After  ga ining independence in  1946,  Syr ia  saw the  r i se  of  var ious  pol i t ica l  movements ,
inc luding communists ,  the  Musl im Brotherhood,  Arab nat ional i s t s ,  and Syrian nat ional i s t s .
In  1963,  the  Arab nat ional i s t  Ba ‘ th  party  came to  power ,  promoting an Arab ident i ty
reinforced through s ta te  mechanisms such as  the  press ,  publ ic  inst i tut ions ,  schools ,  and the
Const i tut ion.

The protests  that  began in  2011  against  the  a l  Assad regime led to  the  emergence  of
numerous  pol i t ica l  and mil i tary  groups ,  ranging from j ihadis t  organizat ions  to  peaceful
pol i t ica l  movements .  During this  per iod,  extremist  I s lamist  groups  carr ied out  a t tacks
against  Syr ia ’ s  cul tura l  her i tage .

A pivota l  moment  in  Syria ’ s  current  his tory  occurred on December  8 ,  2024,  wi th  the  fa l l  of
the  a l  Assad regime.  This  event  has  ushered in  a  per iod of  profound pol i t ica l  t ransformation,
ra is ing  urgent  quest ions  about  the  future  of  Syria ’ s  governance ,  socia l  fabr ic ,  and cul tura l
ident i ty .

This  conference  a ims to  explore  the  ideologica l  pos i t ions  of  var ious  pol i t ica l  and re l ig ious
groups  in  Syria  and their  impact  on ethnic  and re l ig ious  minori t ies .  We wi l l  examine how
nat ional  ident i ty  i s  constructed and whether  i t  i s  inc lus ive  or  exc lus ive  towards  minori t ies .
Key quest ions  inc lude:

How are  minori t ies  represented in  the  nat ional  ident i ty?
What  role  do they play  in  the  Const i tut ion,  textbooks ,  press ,  and cul tura l  her i tage?
How might  recent  pol i t ica l  changes  af fect  the  s ta tus  and r ights  of  e thnic  and re l ig ious
groups  in  Syria?
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